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3 of ﬂm&;; The origins of the Conference are traceable, in the final analysis, to the

we-occuration which has for long been exprassed, in virtually every counltry and in
preasing messure, with gquestions conceraning the position of women in society, in

e Tamily, in national economic, cultural and political 1ife end on the
Lrternational scene. In the United Hations system of organizations the subject of

iYn. stgtus of women has been receiving increasing sttention st almost every level

wer since the establishwent of the Organization. The relevant discussions and
olutions of the General Assembly., the Eeonomic and Social Covncil ond its

apeidiary bodies, especielly the Commission op the Status of Women , the

eiglized ageheies, the regional commissions, ad hoc international conferences

d many other bodies affiliated to the system reflect the grovth, especially

dgee 1975, of the interest of Govermments in the situation of women at the

iiternational and national level. In addition, many intergovernmental and

egovernmental organizetions have for many years been pressing for o greater
ecognition of the importance of the role of women in ell welks of Life.

Cm ot

It was in response to the great interest manifested throughout the world in
status of women that the Cenersl fssewbly adopted, on 18 Decewber 1372, its
solution 3010 (XXVII) by which it proclaimed the year 1975 as "Internationat
iikfeen's Year' and recommended certain action to achieve the oblectives set out in
28l resolution. Subsequently, on 16 May 197L4, the Economic and Social Council,

ting on 2 recommendation by the Commission on the Status of Woemen, adopted
fsolutions 1829 (IVI) end 1851 (LVI) concerning the convening of an international
iinference during the "Year" as a focal point of the internstional cbservance of

B Year. The General Assembly took action on these propozalas at its twenty-ninth
lission, 1/ and at the invitation of the Govermment of Mexico the World Conference
e International Woments Year was held in Mexico City from 19 June to

Wy 1975,

" That Conference adopted the "Peclaration of Mexico on the Equality of Women

i their Contribution to Development end Peace 1975", a "forid Plan of Action for
¢ Ioplementation of the Objlectives of the International Women's Year", several
glonal plans of action, snd a mmber of resolutions and reccommendations. 2/ In
ler t0 maintein the momeptum it had created, the Mexico Conference recommended,
4T alia, that the General Assembly should consider at its thirtieth segsion the
Wening of another world conference on women in 1980. 3/

:In the course of that thirtieth session the Assembly edopted, on
cember 1975, resclution 3520 (XXX) by which, inter slim, it took nete of the

_;f Resolutions 3276 (IXIX) and 3277 {XXIX) of 10 December 19Th.

.2/ Sae the Teport of the Conference, document EfCONF.66/3k, United Netions
lication, Sales No. £.76.IV.1.

3f Ivid,, p. 113.
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report of the Mexigog Conference and endorsed its proposels for ection, proclaimeg
the period from 1970 to 1985 as the "United Wations Dezade for Women: Equality
Development and Peace™ to be devoted to effective and sustained national, regiong
and imternational action to implement the World Flan of Action and related
resolutiony of the Conference; and - as recommended by that Conference - dECideﬁtg
convene in 1930, st the mid-term of the "Decade”, a world conference of @il Statey
"to review and evaluate the progress made in implementing the objectives of the
International Wowen's Year as recommended by the World Conference of the
International Women's Year and, vhere necessary, to readjust existing progragmes i,
the light of new data, and research available®.

6. By resolution 32/1%0 of 16 December 1977. the General Assembly referred, i
inter alia, to action taken by the Economic and Social Council LY with a view to
advancing preparatory work for the 1980 Conference, in particular to the Counei]r,
decision to establish a preparatory committee for the Conference.

T. In the course of its next session, the General Assembly adopted several
resolutions, 81l dated 29 Japuary 1979, relating to the Conferepnce. In Particular, j
it adopted resclution 33/189, the annex to which set out the provisional agenda 3
for the Conference and by which, inter alias, it specified the States, org&nizatimw’}
bodies and movements to be invited by the Secretary-General of the United Nations

to partieipate in or to be represented at the Conference, snd reauested him to
appoint the Secretary-General of the Conference and to make the necessary
arrangements for the provision of zervices to the Conference. By the ssame
resolution the Assenbly also decided on the organization of the work of the
Conference.

8. By resclution 33/185, the Assembly inter alia invited the specialized agencies
and other bodies concerned in the United Wations aystem to review Progress made as
well as constraints and speeific problems encountered in their technical and
operational areas in the achievement of the objectives of the "Decade” and to
suggest appropriste programmes for the second half of the "Decade" and called for
regicnal preparstory mpeetings to suggest such programmes.

9. By resclution 33/191, concerning the vepue of the Conference, the Aszembly
decided to accept with thanks the offer of the Government of Denmark to act as host

to the Conference and decided that the Conference would be held in Copenhagen in
1280, 5/

b/ Council resclutions 1999 {LX) of 12 May 1976 and 2062 (L¥I1) of 12 May 1677 §
By its resclution 2062 (LXIT} the Council established the Preparatory Committee
consisting of 23 Member States. The following were designeted by the President: :
Australia, Brazil, Cuba, Egypt, Germsn Democratic Republic, India, Irsen, Japat,
Madagascar, Mexico, Hetherlands, Niger, MWigeria, Norway, Pekistan, Philippines,
Senegal, Uganda, Union of Soviet Socialist Republies, United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Forthern Ireland, United States of America, Venezuela and
Yugoalavia. |

5/ It was subsequently decided by Economic and Seceiazl Council deoision 1974 E
that the dates of the Copenhagen Conference would be 14 to 30 July 1980, E
g
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laimidy oo 12 February 1979, the Secretary-CGeneral appointed lMre. Tucille Mair
ity 'Jﬂm'cﬂ} as Secretery-General of the Conference, She took up her functicns
b fd;{'iciﬂll}r on 1 April 1979,

eidegiigy, The Freparatory Committee of the Conference had held its first session in
L StatsEiema from 19 to 30 June 1978. 6/ It held its second session at United Fations
P the ;ﬁﬂmparters from 27 Aupust to B September 1979. 1/ At its first session the

i gnamittee elected as its Presiding Officer Mrs. Lena Gueye {Senegal), who was
~ammay i peeeded at the second seasion by Mrs. Maimouna Kane {Benegal).

. At its thirty-fourth regular session the General Assembly teook action
<ocerning a number of gquestions related to the Conference. By resolution 3L/162
Lew todiy 1T December 1979 it approved the Preparatory Committee's recommendations {in
Iunci ie report on the Coamittee's second session) concerning activities preparatory to
$ipe Conference and inter alia reguested the Seeretary-General to provide the
Figgetery funds necessary For certain specified purposes, Including the convening
¢ third session of the Preparatory committes. By resolutions 34/160 and 3h4/161
A the same date the Assembly decided to add an item entitled "Effects of Israeli
rendans§ecupation on Palestinien women inside and cutside the secupied territories:

: Review of the social and economic needs of Palestinian women: {h) Speeial
Natiohi@iesores Tor Palestinian women inside snd cutside the ccoupied territories™ and a
g ﬁmdjem concerning the situwation of women refugees the world over to the
igvisional agenda which it had settled st its previous session. By

¢oolution 34/158, also of the same date, the Assembly called on all Member States
give their suppert to the Conference, requested the Preparatory Committes to
Aitrenaify 1bs work in preparing an effective programme of action, and urged the
“¥iumission on the Status of Women "to consider at its twenty-eighth session the
age ‘estion of elaborating a draft declaration on the participation of women in the
mad/i% “tuggle for the strengthening of ipternational peace and security and against
ﬁmni&lism, racige, racial discrimination, foreign aggresszion and occupation and
to LagEi forms of foreign dcmination, in accordance with General Assembly

led forigresclution 32/1h2, and for the full and effective enjoyment of humen rights and
indaental Freedoms, taking into account the views of Covernments thereon and
CiefElews expressed during the thirty-fourth session of the Assembly®. At its first
embly g eenlar session of 1980, the Ercnomic gnd Social Council, acting on rvesolution TV
t a9 hib@Ed the twenty-eighth session of the Commission on the Status of Women, adopted
gen. ity solution 1980736 of 2 May 1930 by waich it referred to the Genersl Assenmbly the
itstion of elaborating such a draft declaraticn and invited the fesembly to
fnsider the guestion at its thirty-fifth session.

fhe Commission on the Status of Women had earlier, at itz twenty-seventh

Jth slon, given ¢onsideration to an iten relating to the agenda of the Conference
ident .had recommended, as & subiheme of the Conference, the subjects “REmployment .,
‘apan;iL th and Education”, ss well as the inclusion of an agende item concerning

vines 3 fects of Apertheid on Women iIn southern Africs”, At its twenty-eighth session

Commissiorn gave extensive considerstion to the documents prepared for the
iference.

. 6/ For the report om that session see dosument AJCOUF. QU/PC. b,
7/ For the report on that session see document A/CONF.Qh/PC 12,
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14. Another relevant resolution adopted by the Assembly at its thirty-fourth
session was resolution 34/20L of 19 December 1979, for in one of its proviziong it
called upcn the Conference to include in the programme of action for the secopg
half of the Decade measures for the ipntegration of women in development.

15. The Preparatory Committee for the Conference held = third session from

T to 18 April 1980, at United Nations Headquarters, the presiding officer being
Mrs. Maimouna Kane {Senegal), at which it comnsidered substantive reports relating
to specifie ‘tems on the Conference's provisional agenda, reports of regional apg
sectoral meetings preparatory to the Conference and gquestions concerning the
organization of the Conference and other matters. B8/

16. Preparatory meetings st which the role of women was considered and certain
recommendations were adopted were held in the varicus regicons, under the suspices
of the regional eommissions. §f

17. The Secretariat of the World Conference of the United Wations Decade Tor Wome
co-sponsored the following seminars in May 1980 in preparation for the World
Conferenee: the Hemispheric Seminar on Women under Apartheid, in Montreal {with'
the United Wations Special Committee Against Apartheid); the International Seminar
onh Women end Apartheid, in Helsinki {(with the Special Committee Against Apartheid
and UNESCO): and the Seminar on Women and the iedia {with UNESCO},

18, A Conference of Hon~Aligned and Other Developing Countries on the Bole of
Women in Development was held in Baghdad from & to 13 May 1979. 10/ ‘'the agenda
ineluded, inter alia, items on national development strategies, rural development,

the impact of nigration, the role of women's organizations, and the participation
of women in the political, social and economic 1life of their countries and their
contritution to the consolidation of peace.

19. The OFCD cregsnized a high-level meeiing on the employment of women in OECD
countries which was held in Paris on 16 and 17 April 1980.

8/ For the Committes's report on its third session, see document A/CONF, 94/23.
9/ See:

Report of the seminar on the participation of women in the economic
evolution of the ECE region {A/COHF.Oh/1L}

Report of the regional preparatory meeting of the Evonomic and Social
Commisgion for Asia and the Pacific {A/CONF.9L/L5)

Report of the regional preparatory meeting of the Eeconomic Commission for
Latin america (A/CONF.9L/16)

Repcrt of the regional preparatory meeting of the Eeconomic Commiszion for
Africe (A/CONF.9L/1T)

Report of the regional preparatory meeting of the Economic Comeission Fof
Western Asia {(A/CONF.94/18).

10/ See A/34/321.
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: Chapter IIY
s ATTENDANCE AND PRGANIZATION OF WORK
ing i
?;gg%t : pate and place of the Conference
B pomT

%, The World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women: Bquality,
’§1gpment and Peace, was held at (openhagen from 1L to 30 July 1980, in .
‘pormity Wwith General Assembly resolution 337191 of 29 January 197%. During that

»iod the Conference held 21 plenary meetings.

pre-Conference consultations

pre-Conference consultations open to 81l States invited to participate in the

i rerance wWere held ab Copenhagen oo 13 July 1980 to consider a number oF
cedural and oraanizational matters. These and cother informal consultations were
2y cbed undsr presidency of Ms. Meimouna Kane {Senegel), Chairman of the

Cargtory Committee for the Conference. The report on the consultatiaons
ﬁamF.thL.E and Add.l) was submitted to the Conference and was accepted as the

4iz for the orgsnizetion of its work.

“ohe following 145 States were represented at the Conference:

fianistan Comoros

Congo

Costa Rica

Cuba

Cyprus

Czechoslovakia

Temoerstic Kempuchea

_ Democrstic People’s Republiec of Korea
adesh Democratic Yemen

Cenmark

Dominican Republic

Eouador

Egypt

1Y Ethiopia

Biang, Fiji

Finland

aria France

et Gabon

tloruseian Soviet Socialist Republie Gembia

AL Cerman Democratic Republic
¢ Verda Germeny, Federal Republic of
rel African Republic Ghana

Gresce

. Grenada

b ia Guatemala
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Guipea
Cuinea-Bizsan
Cyyana
Haitd

Holy See
Honduras
Hungary
Teeland
Indisa
Tndoneaia
Tran

Trag
Ireland
Tarael
ITtaly

Tvory Coast
Jamaica
Jepan
Jordan
Kenya
Kuwait

Leo People's Democratic Republic
Lebanon
Lezotho
Libyan fArab Jamshieiva
Luxembourg
Madagasear
Malawi
Malaysia
Maldives
Mali
Mzuritania
Mauritins
Mexieo
Mongolia
Morocco

Moz ambigne
Rapal
Hetherlands
Wew Zealand
Hiocaragus
Niger
Higeria
Horway

Oman
FPakistan
Panama
Fapua New CGuines

23. The United Nations Council for Naribiz and the Special Committee on ﬂﬁigﬂﬁﬂi
were represented at the Conference.

Paragusy

Feru

Philippines

Poland

Portugsal

Qatar

Republic af Korea

Romania

Rwenda

Seamoa

Saint Lueia

San Marino

Sao Tome and Principe

Senegal

Seychelles

Singapore

Scmalia

Spain

Sri Lanka

Sudan

Suriname

Swaziland

Sweden

Bwitzerland

Syrian Arsb Republic

Thailand

Togo

Trinidad and Tobago

Tunisia

Turkey

Hezands

Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic

Unicn of Soviet Socialist Republics

United Arab Emiretes

United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Horthern Treland

United Republic of Camerogon

United Bepublic of Tenzenia

United States of Americe

Upper Volta

Uruguay

Venezuela

Yietnan

Temen

fugoslavia

Faire

Tambis

Zimbahwe

ol The Palestine Liberation Organization and the South West Africa People's
Organization attended the Conference in the capacity of observers.
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"”ﬁ&ﬂughcut or during pert of the Conference:

office of the Director-General for Development and International Eeonomio
Co-Operaticn

Pepartrent of Internaticonel Econcwic and Boclal Affsirs

Department of Technical Co-operation for Development

Department of Political and Security Affairs

Economie Commission for Europe .
Feonomice Commission for Leatin America

Economic and Social Commiszion for Asia and the Pacific

Economic Ceamission for Africa

Beonomic Commiszion for Western fAsda
The Tollowing United Wations bhodies and programmes were alsc represented:

(mited Nations Centre for Homan Settlements (Habitat)
United MNations Children's Fund .
United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
- Taited Mations Developoent Programme
' United Wations Enviromment Programme
; United Hatiocns Fund for Population Activities
i:Uhited Hations Industrial Development Crganization
: International Research and Training Institute for the Advancement of Women
United Mations Institute for Treining and Research
United Waticns Sudanc-Sahelian Office
‘United Nations University
fiﬂﬂrld Food Programme
Federation of International Civil Servants Associations

- Revrezentatives of the following speeciglized sgencies and related
fmizations participated in the work of the Conference:

International Lebour Organisation
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Wations

nited Nations Educationsl, Scientific and Cultural Organizotion
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Vorld Health Organization ' .

World Bank
30. The following intergovermmental organizations were represented by observearg, {

Caribbean fommunity Secrctariat
Commonwealth Secretarist

Council for Mutual Economic Assistance

o Syttt et e g e o gyl e S

Counclil of Kurcope

Furopean Economic Community

Internaticnal Cenmter for Public Enferprises in Developing Countries
League of Arab States

Nordic Council

Organization of African Unity

Organization of American 3tates (Inter-American Commission of Women)

31. A large number of non-goveruamental organizaticons in consultative statuys with :
the Economic and Social Couneil, or on the Roster, sttended the Conference. The
list eof participants is given in document A/COBF,SL/INF.3 and Add.1.

0. Opening of the Conference and election of its President

32. The Conference was opensd by the Seerstary-General of the United Hationa. In
the course of hiz address he stated that global prohlems were so interlocked that
efforts for their solution must proceed simultanesusly along several paths. The
three goals of the Decade for Women - "Equality, Develooment and Peace” - were
those of the United Hationz itself, and their attaimment demanded increased
international cellsboration., Without peace, there could be no true equality nor
genuine development. In a climate of fear, tension and instsbility like the cne 3
prevailing st present, the arms race proceeded a pace at the expense of progragges
of social development. Deferioration in international relstiens was compounded by
the sombre outlock for the world economy. Such was the gravity of the situation
of the Third World that internstional political stability would be further eraded
if rapid changes were not fortheoning in economic co-cperation between nations.

He urged vigorous efforta to achieve the consemsus required for establishing & new
internstional economic order.

33. He szid that these were issues in which women were as muech involved sg men.
Issues apparently specific to women could not be dissociated from the hroader i
questions of development and peace. He expected the Conference to make a realistic
appraizal of what had been achieved since the Mexico Conference in 1975 and what i
¥Yet needed to be done to fulfil the goals laid down in the World Plsn of Action. H
’ The progress that had been made should not be overlocked. There were signs thet

A stereotyped attitudes about the respective roles and positions of the male snd
female halves of society were being stesdily reformed. There was inoreased r
recognition on the part of Governmeats end internations) institutions that women 3
participation was critical to the achievement of their goals of progress. Bquallty .48
between women and men was being better ensured through legislation and various

R e e R

=
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13

';"-f”gioﬂal machineries. Mt the same time, it was to be recognized that gaps oceurred
ﬁﬁ”een lawe end social practice and that these needed to be prevented through
igtaiﬂed social ection, resources and political will, In many resvects, women

i1l cuffered discrimination in employment and education. In developing countries,
z‘#uere especially vulnerable to chronic poor health and ipadequate nubrition.

ese realities should encourage a redeubling of the admirsgble efforts made by

G in many parts of the world to help each other and work for the progress of
el societies. thile acknowledging the support given to these efforts by many
ceriments, he made an appeal for inereased contribvations to the Voluntary Fund

i.; the Decade for Womern.

% foncluding, the Secretary-General said that humanity had reached a stage
ﬁerg the strengths and snergy of women needed to be utilized in the collective
in if universally accepted goals had to be attained. He hoped that the
ference would succeed in formulating programmes motivated by ldealism and also
Ponievable in practice., It would thus make a contribution to the imterazational
%ﬁ‘art for releasing humanity fros the bondage of huneger and disease, hate and
udice, conflict end injustice.

In an inaugural =zddress, Her lajesty Gueen Harzrethe IT of Denmark seid that
tonference was an important event anct only for the participants but also for

tus wiliida ok as the host coustry. Ohe expressed the hope thet women all over the world
3. T .14 begefit from the work of the Conference, which marked the mid-point in the
ited Nations Decade for Women and which provided an opportunity for reviewing

ults mchieved in the five yesrs that had elapsed since and for planning future
iwion. The Plan of Action adopted at the Mexico Conference enviseged the full
real participation of women in economic, social and pelitical life. People

ions, I imvhere would now look to the Copenhagen Conference for positive and

ted thels Femstructive results in its work for the emhencement of the status of vomen,

5. Th seeially the leest privileged awong them. The Conference was taking place at s
}'{'{EI'E' when naticnal societies and the international community were developing

fapidly , with far-resching conseguences for the structure and balance of societies.

Lty ng sice it was more imperative thsn ever that all sectors of the populatien zhould be
“he. to participate actively in the shaping of humanity's common future. Efforts
FOE AL hieve'.equal rights end opportunities for men and wonmen should teke due account
sunded e persCnal capacity of the individual. Attitudes towards the role of men snd
3“315.1.'?’9;. Wen in society should be flexible, and vigid concepta of stereotyped roles for

t '?T*'-"_i 2 er sex should be avoided. Proceeding, Her Majesty stated that women weve

xtions ériencing the necessity of cstablishing their own premises for an active

ing a:_‘. tribution to the development of society. They felt that they must draw up their

demands and themselves specify under what human conditions apd in what kind of
ety they wished to live. They were urging men Lo take this as =2 challenge and

35 I fealize the possibilities inherent in a new Tamily pattern where the role of
der . h member of the family unit was no lenger hampered by fixed ideas. It was
Eﬁi;ﬁ ey important that education and employment, both public and private, should
1t whits '

Isr incentives leading towards the sharing of opportunities end responsibilities,
outzide and inside the family.

The World Plan of Action adopted in Mexico was based upon the concept that, in
'sE{TF’&der perspective, efforts for the sdvancement of women could not be pursued in
olitical vacuum, but must be closely related to parallel international efforts
L Birengthening the plany for internaticnal developrent and peace. Ber Majesty
Pressed the hope that all participants in the Conference would remember that they
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dealing with huwan individuals, each woman or man 4. separate personal

i‘l::,r e
Lopes and fears, joys and S0rrove, each one wnigue. She hored that the Cﬂnﬂﬁ?:*
u L provide a fresh and strong impetus towards a Drogressive realization thﬁe
aljirvbiveg of the Decade. ¢

T

2. lils Excellency, Mr. fnker Jédrgensen, Prime dinister of Demnark, in en Al drg
Lo the Conferverice stated that the Conference ocffered an opportuniiy to bricee ds
varied viess op the concepts of "Fquality, Develomment and Peace ' which Exigteé}
diitarent parks of the world. He believed that democracy was the System most 1
eonducive bo the achievement of these three objectives, Bui also in this 2VE ton
ne chjectives of equality, developzent and peace should be pursued consistehtl;
ard determinedly. Assessing the resvits duripng the past few years, he reCogn] e,
thia! progress had been slow. Weomen in the developing countries were Faced wiﬂ]w
far the grestest difficulties. It was quite natural, therefore, that the
Contorence should focus first and foremost on the possibilities of vomen Lo
iriloence the social and economic developmeat of those countries. He LXEPresgad
pest. wishes of the Danish Goverament Tor the successful ocutcome of the Conferenge
for the benefit of ]l women of the world, especially women in the least feve] gpgy
countries, and assured it of his Covernment's readiness 4o deo its best to help the
Conlorence to Tulfil its tasks.

LA

38, The Conference elected by acelamation Mrs. Lise $atergaard, Minister for
Culiural Affairs of Denmark and head of the delegation of Denmark, as Fresident g
tie Conference. :

)

slnce the establishment of the United Fations, it has been one of the onjectives of
the Organizotion to contribute te the advancement of women. The sutatanding event
it the history of its efforts in that direction had been the adeption of the Worly
Plan of Action at the Mexico Conference in 1975, as a result of waich rublie
opiniog bad heooue inereszsingly conscious of the mportant part women could play ip
Lhe development process. It was the task of the Copenhagen Conference to take
aciion tending to improve the canditions of poverty under which millions of women
were living, the conseguences of which weprs illiteracy, poor health and lack of
BOCREE Lo retwnerated employment. In streasing that equality was s prevequisiie of
wihclesome soclal, sconomic and cultural development, she ecnsidered nevertheless
thai z2ccount should be taken o possible differences in concepts of values between
women and men.  In referring to the ecenomic situation 0of womenl, zhe said that
prejudice and other factors still sceounted for the inferior and dependent stetus
of women in many societies - a Phenomensn not confined to the developing countyies
Eiforts to esteplish 2 new internatiensl sconomic order should aim, therefore, nct
only &t redressing the balance hetween rich azns poor countries but glsc st
rectifying the inequalities between the soxes. She expressed the hope that the
Copenhagen Conference would recommend international action and ensure that
decisions concerning development strategies would never more be mafe without tahking
into account their effeets on the Yiving conditions of woman.

3. She emghesized that the conclusions of +the Conference cught to be such as to
be wniversally acceptable, for only then would its decisions and recommendaticns
produce effects world-wide. Accordingly, she hoped that the deliberations of the
Conlerence would be conducted ip a spirdit of dedication to the common cause of
ensuring that women took an active Bart; on a2 par with men, in the shaping of
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are societies. As President she would spare no erfort in secking consensus on
1 patters of substance relevant to the agreed subjectz of the Conference.

An appeal, in the form of a petition signed by more than half = million women
the ilordic countries was presented to the Secretary-General of the United
';ﬁions- The petitiohers urged prowmpt action to achieve disarmament and peace,
aueﬂd to all aggression and 1o the power struzgle of the great Powers, in order
ipat the resources so releazsed might be used for constructive purooses.

In responding, the Secretary-Gemeral caid he had been deeply touched by the
wpeal , the sentiments of which he echoed.

Wessages from Heads of State or Government

The Conference received rmessages wishing it success addressed to it by the
ds of State or Government of fangladesh, Bulgaria, China, Uongo, Uzechoslovakia,
ominicen Republic, Eeunador, Ethiopia, France, Gawbia, Guyana, Ieeland, Indonesia,
¢land, Japan, Kenya, Lebanon, Libyan Arab Jamshiriya, waldives, Mongolia,

geria, Pakistan, Fhilippines, Poland, Portugal, Senegal, Syrien Arab Republic,
ﬁheUhited States of Americs, the Upion of Soviet Socialist Republics, Zambia and
habwe .

QOther nmessages

ﬁﬁ, # message for the suceess of the Conference was recelived from the Faleatine
Sriberation Organization.

Adoption of the rules of procedurs {agenda item 3)

: At its Tirst plerary meeting oo 14 July 1580 the Conference adopted the
fovizional rules of procedure recormended by the Preparatory Committee
8 /CONF .0h/2}, subject to the amendment of rule 6 to read:

Mhe Conference shall elect the following officers: a President, a
Vice-Fresident in charge of co-ordimation and 23 other Vice-Fresidents and
a Rapporteuvr-General, as well as a Presiding Officer for each of the Main
Committees provided for in rule 42. Each Main Commitiee shall elect three
Deputy Presiding Officers and a Rapporteur.”

Adoption of the agenda (agende item 7y

F; &t the same meeting the Conference adophted as its agenda the provisional
ienda (A/CONF,9L/1) recommended by the Preparatory Committee, viz:

1. Opening of the Ceonference

2. Election of the President

3. Adoption of the rules of procedure
L.  Adoption of the agenda

Election of officers cother than the President



6.

10,

Other orgamizational matters
{a)
{b)

Allocation of items to the Main Committees and organization or Wmi'

Credentials of representatives of the Conference 3

(i) Appointment of the mesbers of the Credentials Committee :
{ii} Feport of the Credentials Committee f

Elfects of apartheid on women in southern Africa

{=)

AT e

Review of the situstion

{v) Special messures for assistance £o women in southern Afrieq

i

keview and evaluation of the progress made and obstacles encountersq in
attaining the objectives of the United Hations Decade for Women:
Equality, Development and Peace, at the national , regional and
lnternational levels, from 1975 to 1980, in keeping with the Horld Plap
of Action for the Implementation of the Ublectives of the Internaticnal
Women's Year:

{a) Review and evaluation of progress made and obstacles encountersd
at the national level in attaining the minimum cbjectives set farth
in paragraph 46 of the World Plan of Action

{t) Review and evaluation of regional and global programmes of the 3
United ¥ations system of orgenizations aimed at promoting the '

objectives of the Decade

Programme of Action for the second half of the United Nations Decade
Tor Uomen: Equality, Development and Peace, 1981-1985, desipgned to
implement the World Plan of Action

{a) Rationsl tarpets and strategies for women's integration and
participation in economic and social development, with special
emphasis on the subtheme "Employment, Health and Pducation"

(1}

(1)

Flarming and monitoring
Hational machineries

(b) Regional and international targets and strategies, taking into
account the subtheme "Employment, Health and Education”

{e)

The situation of wowen refugees the world over

Effects of Israeli occupation on Palestinisn women inside and outside
the occupled territories

{a)

A review of the social and economie needs of the Pajestipien womeb
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{b) Specisl measures for assistapce to Palestinian women inside and
outside the occupied territories

11. Adootion of the report of the Conference

1: Flection of officers other than the President {agenda item 5)

B e e it ite secomd plenary meeting on 15 July 1980, the Conference elected
e Helga HErz {CGerman Demccratic Republic) Vice-President in charge of
ﬁﬂrdinatinn and the following 23 States as Vice-Presidents: Australia, Austrias,
wrpados Cnina, Conge, Cubs, Crechoslovakis, Ecuador, Ethicpie, France, Ghana,
raq, Kenya, Nigeria, Pakistan, Philippines, Poland, Syrian Arab Bepublic, Tunisia,
wion of Soviet Socialist Repunlics, United States of Americe, Venezuela,

i Hz. Anasirta Gonzales de Cuadros {Colowhia) was elected Rapporteur-Ceneral.

ered i The Conference elected irs. Maimouna Kene {Senegal) Fresziding Officer of
: bis First Committee and Mrs. Shiela Kaul (Indie) Presiding Officer of the Second
' amittee .
14 Pin
atigiy The First and Second Committees elected their Deputy Presiding Officers and
fipporteurs:

tered: Uil First Committee

Deputy Fresiding Officers: Ms. Rafidah Aziwz (Malaysia)
Mc . Leonidas Pasw de Virgili {Paraguay)
. Me. Maria Groza {Romania)

Rapoorteur : Ms. M, Van Hemeldonck (Belgium]

Second Committes

Deputy Presiding Officers: Mz, Maria de Lourdes C. k. 3.
. de Vincenzi {Brazil}
wir . Chavdar Kiuranov (Bulgaria)
vie . Bermin Abadan-Urat (Turkey)

K:31 “ Rapporbeur: Mr. 411 Benbouchta (kMoroceco}

era af the Committes of the Yhole

The Cowmittee of the Whole established by the Conference 1/ elected as its
Mesiding Offiver Ambassador Ifigenia Martinez (Mexico). It elected

Dayyas Tukan (Jordan) as its Deputy Presiding Officer and Ms. Incnga Lewanika
\%zhin) as its Rapporteur.

. Other organizational matters (agenda item 6)

1. Allocetion of items to the Main Commitiees and organization af work

At its 1st plenary meeting the Conference further decided:

‘ti} That items 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 11 would be considered in plensry mectings;

7oL/ In conformity with a reccemendstion by the pre-Conference eonsultations
feonF ok /L. 2/84d.1).
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(ii) That dtems 7 {a}), 8 (2), 9 {a) and 10 (a} would be considereq BY the
First Committee;

{iii} That items 7 (b}, 8 (W), 9 (b}, 9 () and 10 (b) would be ccnaideredb
. ¥
the Sacond Committee.

3. In addition, at the same meeting the Conference decided to establish a
Committes of the Whole whose terms of reference would be to consider Part Ope
"Background and framework" of the Programme of Action comtained in doctiment
A/CONF.9L/22 and Coxr.1l, and to report to the plenary.

2. Credentials of representatives to the Conference: Appointment op the
members of the Credentials Committee {agenda item & (D) (11)

5L, In conformity with rule ¥ of the rules of procedure the Conference at itg

lst plenary weeting established a Credentials Committee composed of the Tollowing
States: Belgium, China, Congo, Ecuador, Pakistan, Penema, Senegal, the Unicn af
Boviet Socialiat Republics and the United States of America.

K. Tribute to the memory of the late President of Botswana

3%2. At its 2nd plenary meeting on 15 July 1980 the Conference observed one
mipute’s silence in tribute to the mewory of Sir Seretse Khama, President of
Botswana, whose death had been anpnounced.

L. Implications of Copference decizions for the programae budget of the
United Hations

56. At the 20th plenary neating on 30 July 1980, before the consideraticn of the
recomeendations made by the Committees and of other draft resolutions, the
Secretary of the Conference stated thet any provisions of the Programme of Action
or drafi resclutions that had implications for the programme budget of the
United flations would be brought to the attention of the Ceneral Assembly by the

Secretariat at the time when the Assembly considered the report of the Conference.
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fhapter IV

SUAMATYY OF THE GEWERAL DEBATE

R .
One . The geperal dobate, wlhich took place in the course of 18 plenary meetings
1580, covered the whole renge of the topics

wt - i the Conference, from 14 to 29 July
at were referred for more specific consideration to the Committess established

the Conference. The passages which Tollow give e brief account of the points
qont were stressed by speakers in the debate,

a7 ﬁhe_:
. The representatives of States and the observers who addressed the Conference,
b its ggwell as the representatives of specialized agencles, regional commissions
3 Lo 1 other United MNations bodies, programmes and offices who made statements
1 0 ggmented on the central issues before the Conference, Some intergovernnental
g Liipeanizations also made statements in the plenary. A statemsnt was alsoe made on
.1f of a number of non-goveramental organizations. In addition, gtatements
wore made in the plemary by the representatives of nine non—povernmental
Zapenizations.
It .
of iy, Many representatives referred to the adoption by the General Assembly of the
. Discrimination sgainst Women 1/ as

nvention on the Eliminetion of All Forms of

ﬁpeveﬂt of great significance., A large number of the representaiives vho spoke

fn the general debate ammounced that they had been authorized by their Governments

o sign the Convention on behalf of their countries at the ceremony arranged, in

formity with Economic and Social founcil resolution 1980/34, to take place

1 0F g ing the Conference. 2/ They added that the signature and ratification of the
I vention by as many Stetes as possible and its early entry inte force would

imote the achiewvement of the abjectives of the United Hations Decade for

1__.-1_4-.~1.--.~ .

JFeralii . In an ineugural statement, the Secretary-General of the Conference said

hat. the 1975 Conference of the International Women's Year, by unanimously
spproving the World Plan of hetion, had affirmed the comprehensive scope of
¥ren's concerns. Inherent in the World Plen was the recognition that, if women
re a eritical component in every aspect of national life, it was necessary to
iplve them in plenning and implementation in every sector, including those
Heditionally perceived as masculine. This wes equally true at the international
vel, Accordingly, jJust as the Conference would consider specific sectors such
employment, heslth and education, it should also examine what progress had been
eved in making the new vislon of women a8 sgents and participants ss well as
leficiaries a national and internationel reality.

., Responding to & decision of the Mexico Conference, she said the United Hations
stem had assembled for the mid-Decade review the most complete data yet availsble

1/ General Assembly resolubion 347180 of 18 Decemter 197%.

i 2f The signing ceremony took place et the Bells Center, Copenhagen, on
sduly 1530,
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on the condition of women. The emerging piecture permitted of no complacency, for
there was evidence that in the main the targets established in the World Plan o,
gtill as elusive as irn 1975; however, by its greater detail and clearer fﬂcug‘th?
picture should provide the basis for practical, action-oriented strategies fry ¥
the rest of the Decade, and the motive for mebilizing national and internatiqg

resources behind them, Improved research and =nalysis, carried out by expe

Tty oy
a wider range of regions, had also served to confirm the hypotkesis that the e
situation of women in any country was conditioned by gleobal econcmic and Politioy)

situetions. Both the current world economic crisis and international Politica)

tensions were probably having an adverselimpact on efforts for the advancementgf
WOMEN .

€2. 1In the field of employment, increased participation of women had not brought
inereased revards, for the majority of women were confined to lov-paid, sex-
sterectyped and insecure jobs. In many instances technological change had aﬂhmlh
get women hack, and continued failure to redefine sconomic activity had meant

that much of yomen's productive work remained uncounted and ignored by economisgg,
As regards health, the dats revealed widespread chronic ill-health AMONE women,
and women's greater vulnerability to certain diseases. As repards education, ip
spite of increased female enrclment parity had not been achieved; the drop-out
rate for girls was high, while women's workloads often precluded their access ta
adult education progremmes where these existed, Moreover, the content of

edueation frequently tended to reinforce, vather than to change, attitudes which
inhibited improvement in the status of women.

€3. The Secretary-Ceneral of the Confersnce further stated that the Gensral
Assembly, recognizing that women were both perticipants and victims in political
struggles, had directed the Confererce to consider three issues - the effects of
apartheid on women in southern Africa, the effects of Israeli occupation on
Palestinian women inzide and cutszide the ceccupied territories, and the situation of
women refugees the world over - and to formulate specisl measures of assistance
in each case. Each of these situations was being dealt with in other United Hations
bodies; the Conference, therefore, hed the responsibility of identifying the
sperial needs of the women involved, and of devising means of aiding them which
neither duplicated nor detracted from existing programmes.

@4, The major part of the Conference's work, she said, would be the adoption of
a programme of action at the national, regionzl end internaticnal levels, designed
to ensure that the targets of the World Plan were met by the end of the Decade.
The review indicated that at all three levels the lack of structural change had
impeded efforts, At the national level, mechanisms eatablished hed tended to
remein advisory, and to be hampered by z lack of rescurces. At the regional and
international levels, there had been some Frogress:  programmes and rescurce
centres had been established within the regional commissions, and in the United
Nations and the specialized agencies the growing recognition that women were

important to all developmentel concerns had been reflected both in theiy programpees

end in intergovernmental meetings, Structural changes at these levels, howvever.
had not been adequate even to carry out the activities recommended in the World
Plan, let alone the further initiatives recommended by the regional preparatory
meatings for the fonference, There was still too great a tendency to regard

‘Pragrammes for women as & separate exercise within a given institution or :
department, toc great a reliance on extrabudgetary sources to fund such prograwdsé

and insufficient co-ordination among them,
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. The object of the draft Programme of Action before the Conference
i FIcRF gh /22 and Corr,.l) was to suggest priorities for the rest of the Decade,
ik ¢hrust wes twofold; first, toward iantesrated planning at all levels and in
Wiy sectors, with the provision of necessary resources, and second, toward
"yﬂﬂ1sh1ng adenuste institutional arrangements hoth tﬂ inplement plans and
al %,ﬁrmwnes and to mounitor their implementation. The draft PYrogramme of action
“hther sought to incresse the participation of women at all levels and in varied
. ”@m and was Intended to be complementary to the effortsz of Covernments in
ﬁ& Ls-alnlng the ohjectives of the Decade,

1§

L@* The over-all situation, although by no means satisfactory, nevertheless
e latained positive elements. Govermments and international organizations had come
.M pecognize thet both women's problems and their potential for problem—solving
ght. t be taken sericusly, and were beginning to see new possibilities for linking
Sy n's advancement to the solution of global problems such as the formulation of
ey figer internaticnal development strategy, which the General Assembly would shortly

Lo Pheonsidering. It was appropriate that the considerations of the Conference
stz dheild find a place in that process.

i In opening the general debate the Assistant Secretary-General For Social
i felopment and Humenitarian Affairs stressed the historic significance of the
b Hgeeding eight years when women hed mede the first meaningful coatribution fo

14 affairs a2t the internationsl, regionsl and national levels, The Mexigo

ferenice had Deen the first and only World Conference vhere women had formed a

e majority among the government delegations, moesf of which had been headed by

2. The World Flan of Action adepted at the Mexieo Conference was the moet
dmrehensive socic-economic and politicsl programme ever devised in order to
mrove the situation of human belngs.

L
=

o

In reviewing the first part of the Decade for Women she singled out the major
fhievemente, In the field of equality the adoption of the Convention on the
imination of All Formes of Discrimination Against Women in December 10979 had been
tig step forward, In the field of development some viaible achisvements were:
broving awareness of the important role of women; the inereasing realization
t the sitvation of women crucially affected the situation of children and
ies, including future generations; the concentrated efforts, with considerable
uults, to enlarge the date base, research and analysis with thﬁ obisct of
mt1fy1ng the linkage between the situation of women and other issues related to
-gﬂevelopment of society; the significant interest in the implementation of the
trld Plan of Action and the programme for the Decade as part of the pational
nternational develovment plans end programmes; the ipereaszing number of
governmepntal organizations invelved in the implementation of the progremme;
rowing =nd concerted commitment by women the world over to becoming 2 major
t¢ in the development of the national and internstionsl societies.

8o far as peace was concerned, she said that successes had been less striking,
omen had contributed to friendly relations amongz States and to the elimination
-reats to peace,

Two new programmes for the advancement of women and new contributions to
Elopment were direct results of the Hexico Conference: +the Voluntary Fund for
t United Mations Decade for Women, and the International Research and Training
ltute for the Advancenment of Yomen,
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Tl. She added that the seereterist unit responsitle for implementing the
recormendations of the Mexico Conference needed to be strengthened. The secong
part of the Dzcade should fully reflect women's increasing participetion ip al]l
naticonal and international affairs, and women should not let the responsibility
for the future remain solely in the hands of male leaders. The desire to
create 2 better future for themselves, their children and families unjted Women
all opver the world, bub they had to be fully involved in all affairs affecting .
the common destiny of all humsnity.

Cproe ot et

T2, The words of Matthew Arncld quoted in the Mexico Conference, "if women of 1
the world will once unite, there will be a power which the world has never Segp ©
hsd really become true. She hoped the trend would continue towards the creatia; :
af & more human world for all,

N
73. The delegations which spoke in the snsuing debate agreed that the Conferapce
was an important opportunity to assess the progress vwhich had been made singe the
Conference of the International Women's Year in Mexico. HMany represenbatives
stated that the Conference could have a substantial impact on the efforts of
Sovernments to achieve the goals of the Decade.

¥

T4. Many participants recognized the close relationship between the three themes |
of the Conference: eguality, development and peace, for in their opinion it was
a conditicn of the realization of these objectives that wowen should play an
important part in their achievement.

Lt T et

T9. Other representatives held the opinion that the Conference representaed the
expressed will of people and Governments to oliminate boverty, all forms of g
discrimination, injustices and inequalities. They stated that peace, détente, _
international co-cperation, general and complete disarmasment, especially nuelear
disarmament, and national liberation, as well as respect for human rights and :
fundamental freedoms constituted the indispensable conditions for the em&ncip&timlj

of women., b

Equality

Lo

76. Almost all representatives supported the principle of the equality of women
and men in all fields. They considered that there had been progress and come _
success 1n combating the ineguality of the sexes. Sonme speakers stated that more Y
toncrete and practical suggestions were needed aiming at ensuring a higher degree |}
of equal opportunities and that equality should be tramslated inte economic and
soclal terms, A number of delegations stressed that educeation should inculgate
a spirit of equality - racial and sexual equality., Many delegations considered
that, for deep historical, sgeial and economic reasons, it would probably not
e nosaible to achieve fll legal and factual equality of women snd men g1l over
the world during the Decade. Other representatives considered that equality for
women would become possible if men and women together shered in the conatruction
of a new international economic order. TIn this connexion one rvepresentative
stressed that women's efforts to achieve eguality in the developing countries
were firmly linked to the strugele for the right of naticnal self-determinstion
vithout any outside intervention or exploitation. Many delegetions stated that
the recognition of the squal place of women in soniety was the objective of the
most progressive social and politiecal movements in history. They added that
novadays vomen's movements were not confined to the narrow framework of purely
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Sereminine” matters but constituted an active factor in the achievement of economic

3 .
&;ﬁﬁ sorlal progress. As a contribution to the stitminment of women’s equality,

¥eeny delegations urged that action should be taken to eradicate humger, disease,

bt

gﬁmmmployment, illiteracy, ignorance and backwardness in countries where these
g - .

e ils 56111 existed, '

s el

s

7, Many delegations referred to the function of the State as the jultimste

Eﬁﬁantor of the rights of all citizens of either sex and to the institutions

ghich in their countries were responsible, under the law, for ensuring the respect

‘ol these righis. They sald that many of the internstionsl instromepts and '
‘T gnventions that provided for the equality of the sexes in the matter of
3@@16yment, soclal security benefits, heslth care, education and in Dﬁhgr respects
gfﬁﬂ become part of natiensl law, as had certazin recommeendations of the

“fimgernational Labour Organisetion - end other bodies {including regional btodies)

Himat provided for preferentisl treatment of women in specific fields. Many

Q;ﬁmresentatives stated that the Constitutions, laws and regulations in forece in

Mbheir countries provided material guarantees for the full equality of the sexes

'E;nlevery reapect and that there was govermmental and other institutiomal machinery .
iBRr ensuring the observance of these legislative provisions.

i=it, The delegations of some other countries stated that ecopomic and social

B progress, including progress towards full equality of the sexes in so far as i4..
wiid not already exist, depended not only on initiatives taken by the State, but
ils0 on the efforts and contributions on the individval: +he eitizens, felale
i male, had responsibilities and duties, and it was the task of the State to
trente conditions propiticus for the fulfilment of those duties.

levelomment

% Host delegations agreed that pesce angd gecurity, national and international,
hﬂ essential for progress and developaent. They also stated that the
freconditions Tor achieving economic and social development on a global seale

ere the establishment of a more Just and equitzble economic order.

;. Hony speskers referred to the need for a New Internstionsl Ecopomic Order :
&l to the importance of women as participants and beneliciaries of such an :
ler, One delegation proposed that the results of the Conference should be

veht to the attention of the special session of the Ceneral Assembly on economic
Melopment ,

Some representatives stated that women did not always share in the froits of
slopment and that any definition of development shouwld inslude orovision for i
: concerns and participation of women., Onpe representative stated that there ‘
0o question of a separate development strategy for women, lomen should be
0 integral part of every development progremme, both at the microeconomic end at ,
&?macroeconamic level, They should be treated as & target group in development ;
W5, and budzetary allocations should be made accordingiy. In addition, each !

“elopment project and programme should have a built-in mechanism for assessing
Ir impact on women,

- A nunber of representatives pointed out that the world economie erisis had _ !
f* Additional burdens on women. Others stated that the Conference should

hasize the interdependence of political and economic development more strongly
M did the draft prograwme of action,
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83, Many delegations said that, for the purpose of imtegrating women into the
development process in their countries, it would be necessary o break down
attitudinzl barriers inherent in the national culture through public enlightEHEEm;
procratites, including specific prograsmes for women. In most cases these H
programmes were sponsored by the Covermment or a2 govermmental agency and Pravisig, i
was made for them in the national budget. These speskers added that some of *
these meotivities received welcome support ifrom international organizetions ar ;
from aid-giving asencies of donor countries, Moreover, they said, the movenent s
towards the greater participation of women in the development effort of their :
countries had received a considerable boost from the events organized In connexjg 4
with the Internztional Women's Year, 1975, as a result of which women's groups 1
and essociations hed sprung up 1n many countries where previously none had existgq }é
or where public life had been almost entirely dewineted by wen, i

8k. Gome delegations, referring to the economic situation in the world in gensra)
and in their counbries in partiecular, said thet in times of economic recession

it was invariably the weaker sectors of the population that were most adversely
affected by the hardships which were the consequence of a slackening of industrial
and commerical activity. Among the first vietims, they sald, were the women in
orcupations hard hit by the downturn of the economy, who swelled the ranks of

the unemployed and whose loss of income aggravated the family circumstances, which
in many cases were straitened by the gimultanemis unemployment of ancther mewber
of the household, A number of speakers pointed out that the effects of a
country's economic stagnation were particularly frustrating for persons wno had
become accustomed, in sarlier periods of affluence, to a certain standard of
livips and who had come to expect & conbinustion of their lifestyle: there
again, the adjustment to a different way of life often fell hardest upon the
WOILETT -

85. Other delegations stressed that many of the women in their countries hed
teen influenced by commercial publicity to overeztimate the materialistic values
of a civilization slien to their national or religious tradition,

B4, 4 few delegations expressed the opinion that cne of the causes contributing
to the present economic crisis, which was severcly hampering the development
efforts of meny developing countries and which gravely affected the women in
these counbries, was the rise in the price of fuels, in particular petrolsum
products.  They explained that peiroleun and its derivatives were indispensable
to the daily life of the households in their countries, for cooking and heating,
and the high price of the fuel eroded the already meapre resources availakle to
families in these countries for buying food and otier necessities. In additien,
they sa2id, as petroleum was the hasis of many synthetic materials, the higher
price of the rew material was reflected in the retail price of garments, Transport g
costs alse roZe in keeping with the price of petroleum, and hence added to the :
aost of living of the population, including that of working women.

87. Some delegations considered that the Conference ought to pay specisal
attention to the case of women in the least developed countries. These countries
would need sustained and adeouate international assistance in order to be able to
carry out the quite ambitious provisicons of the draft Programme of Action for the
second half of the United Nations Decade for Women, In that connexion a number
of speakers pointed cut that the Voluntary Fund had provided such assistance in :
certain cases; they expressed the hope thnat the Fupd would receive generous support

from Govermments in a position to provide finaneial resources.

-132-



mﬁi ai . Many delegations pointed cut that women all over the world aceepted peace as
;ﬂlobjectlve necessity and that many supported concrete action in favour of
‘msarmﬂment and an end to the arme race, Other rewresentatives also streszsed hhe

L eci55ity to safeguard peace, Some delegations expressed the opinion that peace
) “yas the condition for the achievement of equality and development. A4 aumber of
1 . jelegations endorsed the peace initistive of the group of Nordie women as an
oy % eranple of grass roots efforts to influence strategies that would ensure world

: pace, Uther delegations stressed that regional conflicts should be resolved by

_ peaceful means. One delegation stated that, as yet, women's influence on such

st s5uES as peace and security. disarmement, détente and the realization of a

¢ International Gconomic Order had been modest, The delegations of several
geveloping countries said that war and the threat of war constituted a varticularly
serious danger for the daily life of women and children in their countries,

(ther delepations stated that factz showed that the threat to peace came uainly

¥ 5fﬁom hegemonist aggression and expansion,

ﬁ% ﬁﬂg, Many delegations pointed out that lasting peace and security were besic
s s Eareconditions for the achievement of equality and development. They expressed
miéhfgi sir conviction that the struggle for peace and disarmament, for national

e dkinlependence, against aggression, Ioreign cccupation and all forms of enslavenent

d dictatorship, colonialism, neo-colonialism, racise, racial discerimination,
artheid was at the seme time 2 struggle for the improvement of the status of
fooeen and their equal participation in soc¢ial end economic development, They
“1so pointed out that a new war would put in peril the very existence of
vilization, ard called upun all women of the world to work actively Lo

_-event it, In this connexion, they expressed apprehansion about the plans to
;Mploy in seme countries of Western ¥urcpe medium-range missiles, Some of them
seferred to proposals aimed at strengthening peace and security and curbing the
Cwms race, in particulsr the declaration adopted on 15 May by the Political
ionsultative Commitiee of the Warsaw Treaty States. Some of these delegations
ressed the need to elahorste a declaration on the participvation of women in

e struggle for international peace and security. One of these delegations
oposed that the Conference should adopt a resclution calling upon the General
Ugsembly to consider and accept such a declaration. These delegations pointed

i particular to the significance of a biroad and continucus process of preparation
{ sonieties for life in peace which involved the recognition, in word apd deed,
A% every nation snd every human being, regardiess cf race, conscience, languapge
¢t sex, has the inherent right to life in peace.

b crmert

0, 4 subjlect to which virtually all speakers addressed themselves in the course
their statements in the general debate was that of the economic position of

en, and in particular the employnment of wemen., Many representatives referred
‘the increasing share of the active lebour force that was sceounted for by

%en in the modern econcmies of the industrialized countries. Women performed
many sectors tasks on 2 footing of equality with men; in some sectors,

ticularly in those traditionelly reserved for women, femels employees

Wtnumbered males, and in certain professions 2 significant percentage of the posts
S now held by women. Many representatives stated that in their countries women
Mﬂyed squal opportunities with men in all fields of gconomie activity and that
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sperial legisiative and cther measures ensursd the employment of all persons,
including women; 2s 2 result, a very high percentage of women of working age wag
gaiafvlly employed, on terms of equal remumeration with men. The jwportance of
the prriicipation of women in economic activity, including agriculture and eertai,
industries, was stressed also by meny representatives,

%l. Some vepreseutatives referred to the increase in the mumber of women in
wrofessional and technical occupations, and one of these representatives stateg
that there were more profeszional women than men In her country. Tt was pointeg
out that often an excessive burden fell on women who were employed inasmuch sg
they continued to bear, often alone, the full burden of femily responsibilities,
In addition, many representatives stated that the principle of "equal pay for
equal work", though enshrined in the labour legislation of their countries, was
not always respected in practice owing to the prejudices and stereotyped vision
of employers, The representatives of some developed warket economy countries
commented that the phencmenon of discrimination agsinst women as regards their
remuneration was observable in their countries as well, and added that it was not
an infrequent practice for employers to reserve certain occupaticons to the one or
the other sex, the low paid jobs being commonly given to female workers. The
representative of ome of these countries considered that what was needed was g
redistribution of jobs: in her opinion, men should do less peid work =nd should
share the domestic duties with women so &5 to relieve women of their double
burden. She added that women should participate on a larger scale in the activities
at present reserved to men., Other representatives noted that special compensatory
meSSures wers necessary to achieve a redistribution of Jobs,

Women and health

92. Several delegations expressed the view that improvements had taken place in
the area of women's health, 28 indicated by the decline in infant and maternal
mortality rates and by fipures showing a higher life expectancy for women. Most
representatives stressed that adequate health was a prereguisite for the effective
participation of women in development, in education, in empiloyment and in
rolitical life.

93. Many delegations stated that in thedr countries medical services for women,
particularly maternitly and child care, were provided free of charge and were among
theze ecountries! basic achievements. They described extensive measures taken in
these countries to ensure an appropriate level of health services for women and
children, inclvding the further development of a vast network of specialized
inztitutions end clinies.

9k, In describing the progress made in the last five years in the health care
gystem of their countries, many other delegations mentioned improvements in
primary heslth care services, with emphasis on maternity and child care clinics.

95. Hany delegations referred to the extension of pre-natal and post-natal child
care, nidwifery services and maternity c¢linies to the rural areas of their countries:
Some representatives noted the inerease in the nuwber of women practising or heing
trained as doctors, midwives, nurses or offiecials in the national health system.

96, Several speakers mentioned the need for increased health education for wamen. ;
In this respect, some representatives considered that the elements of basic
netrition should be taught to women, and pointed out that in countries where
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oy rition and feeding programmes had heen Implemented, malnutrition bad decreased.
. delegations urged that family plemming programmes be included in health
grztion. One speaker stated that family plannirg was part of ker couaurr's

b i1y welfare policy.

tany delegatilons, referring te priovity eress for action, stated that
ﬁ,rgmementq in water supply and sanitation fecilities would benefit +the rural
: was and contribute to better health for women in developing countries.

Several speakers comnented on the disquieting ineidence of domestic violence,
mml assanlt and maltreatment of women and urged that in covotries where the
Gsting law provided insulficient protection ageinst such offences legizlation
guld be enzeted to safeguard the relatively bhelpless woman and child against
ase, and social services should be provided to offer relief to the victims of
sze. Une delegation noted the cirucizl role that women's orgenizations played in
ding battered women and in exposing their problems to society.

e
|

. One repregentative stated that in her continent infzont and meternal mortaliﬁy
qes were among the highest in the world, and the 1life expectancy for women one of
e lowest.,

irgnment

The delegations of a pumber of countries, particulsrly those of the South
pific region, protested against the use of that region as a testiay ground far
ear devices, They stated that the periodic tests, and especially the nuclear
gil-out and the effects of rediation, constituted s threat to the enviroumant ,
resources and the population of the1r countries, (One of theze delegzatiouns
+ed that this disrepard for the guality of the environment and for the well-
ing of its country's population, including women and children, prejudiced
iional efforts to improve heslth amd living conditions, Scme speskers

raled to the Govermments of countries carrying out nmuclear tests to confine

h tests to their own territories. They maintained that the continustion of
imiclear tests betokened 2 lack of rospect for the territorizl interrity and
ereignty of the Paeific Island nations.

Btion

It was generally recognized that one of the most sericus and most persistent
mlenc1es Irom which many developing couniries suffered was the widespread
ﬁ}terac3, especially among the female population. Yumerous speakers aclknowledmad
2 principal cause of illiteracy smong women was the historical and cultursl
ltuﬂe of soclety to the education of girls and that what was needed was a
nsformatlcn of traditionsl attitudes and prejudices which had contributed to
wnderprivileged position of women and girls so far as education wes concernad.
{ rerresentatives referred to action taken or contemplated in their countries
2prove the aecess of the female population to primary and secondary education,
3ome cages the effarts of the Govermments in that direction were supported by
lateral or bilateral assistence. & number of representatives pointed to
Bezges achieved by the literacy campaigns iIn their countriss. Othersz pointed
B3t national efforts to premote literacy were hampered by lack of resocurces,
'thlﬂal factors, the wide dispersal of population groups, poor transport and
ications, It wes generally szgreed that the status of women in societies,
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. in which illiterscy was s5till 8 common pheromenon, could not be raised unless
el Temales were admitted to, and encouraged to attend, schoole on & footing of
L equality with males.

&
E| o 102. A considerable number of reprssentatives staied thet, slthough it was trye
i that in many respects women had not achieved parity with men in their countries
i T go far as higher education was concerned, it was no less true that the number of
%, female entrants into institutions of higher learving nad inereased ia recent years i
i and was still rising. BSeveral of these representatives staied that in their
B countries the conditions governing sdmission to universities were the same for

women end for men., Many representatives reported that in their countries almost
equal numbers of women and men graduated fron institutions of higher learning,
thanks to guarantees provided by the eatire social poliecy pursued by their
] Governments. Some representatives stated that in thelr countries z large numbep
] _ of women from urban areas attended courses of higher education, but that the
A enrolment of rural women in such eourses was low. One representetive reported
.W Nt that almost half the students enrclled in his country's universities were women ,
S tut that the drop-out rate among the femele students was high. Several }
il o representatives announced action taken or eavisaged in their countries to adapt
i ik curricula to the special needs of female students and to remove or revise zex- ;
o+ 7 sterectyped texthooks. Some represeatatives considered that there should be a
Wii possibility of choice between cogducational and single-sex schools.,

N TN Political participation

e
g B 123, Host representatives indicated that broad nationel end international

thi i i chJectives could not be achieved without taking account of izsues affecting women
% 1 or without ensuring thet woemen pavtieipated in the benefits of policies and

F ; programmes .

;

.L TN 10h, Other speakers referred to the growing realization that the participation
of women in political life and in the decision-making process increased the
: benefits to society ez a whole, as well as to women,

105, Hany delegations referred to the inerease in the nurber of women cccup¥ing

both elective znd appointive positions in govermnmentsz zince 1075. Severel

representatives cited figures showing women'’s participation in different offices.

Greater acceptance of women in high goveroment, political, labour upion and other

=|% posts was noted, as well as groving efforts by women to organize to promote their
:Ih.

political interests. BSeveral speakers referred to revoluticnary struggle 85 &
! means of incressing and conselidating women's political participetion.

! 106. Some representatives cited a drop in the number of women elected to their
. countries' legislature, which was not explained by the trends of events in those
:_E ' countries, and they expressed the hope that this decline would not continue and
32 would if pessible be reversed. Ancther representative pointed out that the _
I respect of human rights and access to full democratic participation were basic
rights of women, and that one of these rights was the right to elect and to be |
,E elected.
Il

-i 107, The representatives of several countries in Africa, Asia, the Pacific and the ;
g Caribbean which had attained independence recently descrited steps taken by thell
Governments to enlist the support of their female population in buildiag a new

netion, They referred to the participation of women in political and social life
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?tthe local and national level, gave particulars of the legislation concerning the

ectoral franchise and cited examples of cases in which women had been elected to
the legislature or to locel govermment bodies,

iﬁﬁ, 4 atatement was made on behalf of a group of States participating in the

[ nference voicing their concern sbout the situation in Bolivia, the overthrow
fyr undemocratic methods of the adminiztration headed by a women President in that
wmtry and the flouting of the democratically expressed will of the Boliwvian

63, Hany representatives referred to the conditions under vhich large numbers of
“mmen were living in the rursl areas of developing countries. The situation of
hese women, they said, was distressing in mamy respects, for they not only had to
tE ~form ardusus ageicultural tasks but alsa had to Llook after their children and
“frry out the household chores. A mmwber of delegations said that in many
weloping countries women were the main producers of food and cash crops bot 4id
't own the means of production, In meny of the countries in question, these
Firen were not integrated into the society or into the natiounsl econcmy but ilived
i isoleted regions with 1ittle or no contact with the ountside world. In certain
‘s thece countries the rural population was leaving the countryszide and migrating
% the cities in search of a better life. Only too often, however, the hopes of
‘tese migrants were frustrated by the conditions prevaeiling in the overcrowded
Wities where thousands of others were competing for the same menial and poorly-paid
. In these circumstances it was the women migranks who were most volperable
exploitation and who bore the brunt of the harsh conditions of the wrban
Fariromment to which they were unaccustomed. Several representstives described

sures taken in their countries to relieve the hardships facing those who

K]

i, The representative of the Commission of the European Communities noted the
interest of the countries members of the Communities in the sitvation of migrant

n, Aside from the disadventeges under which women in general continued to
wenifer, immigrant women suffered in addition from the faet that they were strangers
bhthe soeiety of the host country. He reported that the Commission has undertzken
study aimed at identifying, within the context of the phenomenon of labour

fration in modern society, solutions to the specific problems of women migrents.,

gl status and lesislation

+ Many representatives of both developed end developing countries stated that
" principle of equality between the sexes was enshrined in netional constitutional
tother legislative provisiong currently in force in their countriss,

<, Some representatives referred to new constitutions adopted in their countries
Ite 31975 which not only proclaimed the eguality of men and women but also

Itained guarantees of such sguality., Several representatives ststed that specisl
iszions had been established to give legal assistance and to monitor the
eetiveness of legislative measures designed to eliminate discriminstion sgainst
. Many speskers expressed concern over the continuing gep beitween the

Zure and the de fecto status of women in their countries,

" Beme delegations observed that legislative measures in themselves were



ipazufficient to ensure the equality of the sexes. In order tc support sueh
legislative provislons concurrent changes were needed in the political and £COnOM;,
structires.

1ih. Some representatives indieated that in their countries it was planned fo
sntroduce new legisiative measures to deal with ceses in which the existing
legisletion was ipadequate to remove diserimination between the sexes. & nunber
of representatives stated that the review period was insufficient to assess the
results of measures currently being Implemented, One delegation recommended thg
periodic reviews should be undertaken to engure that legislative provisions being
implemented were consistent with imternational standards,

Inatitutionsl arrangements

115, It was generally sgreed that instituticnal structures, both public and
private, had emerged, as means of mobilizing opinion, influencipg the acceptance
of laws and policies and facilitating the implewentation and monitoring progress
in the echievement af objectives.

114. Several representatives referred to the creation or reinforcement of
ministries responsible for women's affairs, national comrissions, ownbudsmen,
politieal and private organizations to promote and enforce laws and policies, for
equal rights end cpportunities at the national and local level., GScme of the bodies
were attached to zovermment departments, others funetioned autonomously.

117. It was agreed that strong institutional support for equality of treatment
and equality of opportupity was a necessary but not a gufficient element in the
achievement of the nztionsl and international shjectives. OSeveral speakers noted
that such bodies must have broad governmentzi and publie support if they were to
be effective,

Southern Africa

118, The representetives of a large rnumber of Governments spoke on the involwverent
of women in the struggle against spartheid.

119, The majority of speakers recognized that apartheid was = matter of concern io
humenity as & whole. Most of the delegations expressed their sympathy with the
South African women suffering under apartheid and condemned the policy and practice
of apartheid.

120, & pumber of other representatives urged that a concerted campsaizn should be
1sunched to isolate the South African régime politically, economically, socially,
culturaliy and diplomatically. Other delegstions congidered that peaceful changg
could best be brought about by waintaining a dislogne with the Bcuth African
authorities,

121, Many delegations recommended that measures should be btaken to assist women
appressed bty apartheid.

122. A large number of delegations expreased deep concern and solidarity for the
women in Memibia.
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palestinian women
e

i23. Most speakers expressed support for special messures of assistance for

‘4 palestinian women. In the view of some of these representatives the rights of

1 palestinians, including the right to set up an independent State, should be

. yecognized. HMany representatives considered thet the recognition of these rights
: ghould be without prejudice to the territorial inteprity of all States in the
-repion.  Other delegations urged that Israel should withdraw from zll Arab
“territories occupied in 1967. They stated that only & consistent, universal,
;Pmmmnent and just sclution of the Middle East crisis could provide peace and
cgecurity to all countries of this region. Other expressed the opinion that the
-falestine Liberation Organization should be recognized as the only legitimate
gpresentative of the Palestinian people. They stressed that the Palestinian
eople must be allowed to return to their homeland and determine their futwre by
pemselves. 4 number of delegations denznded that political oppression and
econoltic exploitation of the Paleatinian people, including women, must cease,
kany delegations condemned zionism. Other delegations called for assistance to

he Palestinian women through medical aid, education and employment within and
utside the occupied territories.

efugees

foﬁﬁ_iggmh. Many delegations stated that the situation of the large and growing numbers
odies 4ol refugees in varicus parts of the world was extremely distressing., both for

; _;Eﬁm diaplaced persons themselves and for the comntries of temporary asylum and
~orr ithe eoumtries of eventual resettlement. Some delegations noted that women snd

=i Aihildren constituted the largest proportion of refugees and were often the most
gericusly affected. Dome speakers emphasized that conditions should be crested
wnich would enable refugees to retura to their homelends in safety and dignity,
Hher sneakers propesed ip-depth studies of the situation of refugees, Some
representatives demanded inecreased assistance to refugee women; ohbhers stated

wt solidarity and bumanitarian actions were needed and important, the paramount
geed being to keep the refugees alive, but that it was primarily necesszery for
ke international community to concentrate on eliminating the causes of the
efugee situation, Representatives of countries of first asylum expressed contern
at the burden of providing assistance to refugees was extremely heavy, and
idiressed an urgent appeal to the internstional community for aid for refugse
elief and for expediting the vroces:s of resettlement for a greater pumber of

Tugees,

te
to

foluttary Fund

¥

28, Support and apprecistion for the work of the Volumtary Fund for the United
Mticns Decade for Women were expressed by many delegations. & number of them
weneed the amounts their Govermments intended to pledge to the Yoluntary Fund
the Pledging Conference for Development Activities in November 1980, at the

¢ time expressing their hope that other Governments would follow their erample,
eral recipient countries commented on the usefulness of the Fund, especially
the area of rural women's programmes in their respective countries, and echoed
¢ hope expressed by the General Assembly at its thirty-fourth session that the
tivities of the Fund would be continued beyond fhe Decade, One delegation nalled
T higher priority for projects in the Latin American region; other delegations
t'essed their appreciation for the efficiency and commen sense approsch of the
inistration of the Fund. Long-term pledges were considered by one delegation
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as desirable, in that they allowed for effective planning In the allocation g
respources.

126, In accordance with the goal set by the Seeretary-Ceperal of pledges Emonnt iy
to $6& miilion by 1981 and $10 willion before the end of the Deceds, intentiopg 8
of making pledzes to the Voluntary Fund in Hovember were anhounced by the fDllﬂuin
countries: United Republic of Cameroon ($6,000}; Iraq ($50,000); Japan {$1 mil ﬁ
Kenya (520,000); Kuwait ($20,000); Libyan Arab Jamahiriya (§50,000); Bew B
Zealand {$10,000); Cman ($10,000); Pakistan ($5,000}; Sweden ($200,000}: Syriap
Arab Republic ($2,000); Upper Volta ($1,000}. The United States of America stateg
that it had deposited $1 million im lay 1980.

127. Several counkries ammounced that they would in 1980 commence or augment theiw
contributions to the Fund; these countries included Australia, Austria, Botswang,
Finland, Lebanon, the Hetherlands and Mexico. HNorway reconfirmed ita pledge

of $200,000 per year until the end of the Decade, and urged other countries tg
make lopg-term pledges,

Statements by representatives of oreanizsations in the United Wations system

123, The Director-General for Development and Internaticnal Economic Co-operation,
speaking In the general debate, said that the basic texts relating to the
establishment of e New International Economic Order clearly implied that, in order
to realize the developnent potential of the developing countries, structural
chapnges in the world economy must be accompanied by the Full and effective
mobilization of domestic resources. It was self-esvident thet in this process
wogen, who constitute half the population, must be fully involved, Soecial well-
being was not merely a result of tut alsc a2 contribution to the development process
and the final goal of development. Perspectives were changing and must now be
fully reflected in policy formulaticn and implementation. He referred to some
illustrative critical areas of development in which more research, analysis and
data were required regarding issves of particular relevange to women., These
included food and agricultures, industrialization and techoology. The subthemes
af the Conference - employment, education and health - reflected important
components of development which acquired special significance in relation to
woren, given the fact that women remained on the periphery of the development
mrocess, Failore to mobilize women as full and equal partners in development
would be 8 majJor constraint on the efforts of the internatiopal commopnity to move
towvards a uew #nd equitable international economic order.

124, It was in order to contribute to a fuller and more effective integration of
women in the developwent process that the United ¥ations family of organizations
rmad established an interagency programme on women and developnent under the
auspices of the Administrative Committee on Co-ordinaticn. After the Conference
and the adoption of its recommendations by the General Assembly, the Administrative
Commitbee op Co-ordination would consider the best ways and means of implementing
those recommendations of the future Programme of Acticn which reguired system-
wifde action and detarming its work for the remainder of the Decades for Women.
The subsidisry machinery of the Adninistrative Committee on Co-ordination, with
the participation of the regional commissions, would ensure that the concerns
reflected in the Programme of Action received specizl focus in all relevant
substantive discussions.

130, Ye sdded that the Centre for Social Develcopment and Humanitarian Affairs would
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sgnbinuee to provide a foeal point within the United Hations Secretapriat for
m@lementing activities relating to women and development, particularly the
programme for the secand half of the Decade. Tt was the intention of the

- seeretary-Ceneral 40 ensure that all departments and wits of the United Watious,
in particular the Centre, should rethink, reorient apd strengthen these long-term
progeanmes and strategies in order to reflect the requirements of the Conferesnce,
jo carry out its functions more effectively it was envizaged that = small Iizison
mit should be outposted from the Centve to United Wations Headquarters, which

_ ¢ypould 2lso asaist the Centre in integrating the contributions of other substantive
tafé& “F nits in New York to the implementation of the Programme of Action for the second
S welf of the Decade.
thgi; i7t. In conclusion he emphasized that the new Frogramme of Action should make a
mnﬁﬁf ’ mmstantlve contribution to a new international development strategy that would
- épsare fuller participation by all segments of society in development,
® ug. The Under~Secretary-~General for International Economic and Soecial Affairs
Wepphasized that the problems of women's full and active participation in
“evelopment were twofold., First, it would be necessary to devise policy measures
L 4o ensure greater responsiveness of the over-all develomment process to the needs
3£15§§ Hapd interests of women., Second, and concurrently, ways and means would need o

Y adepted for enhancing the productivity and effectivensss of women's
_gﬁ&éﬁ tomtribtution to Lhe total developaent effort. Concern should not be limited to
B ctoral considerations, which may at times only result in marginal) edjustments

Ji40 the existing system, but should comprehend the role of women in the development
g - Aorrocess as a whole.

pro¢esggelil, The Department of Intermational Eeonomic and Social Affairs, had, therefore,
b : dertaken special elfforts to deal with issues relatinz to women in the context
ﬁg global, over-all strategies for development. It would further reorient and
AL rengthen its research and analysis zetivities and its publications in respounse
. ¥ the recommendations that will emanate from the Conference, He endorsed the
mes: Jiiew expressed by Ms. Helvi Sipila, the Assistant Secretary-General for Social
Nwalopment and Humanitarian Affairs, that the growing recognition of the
mltisectoral nature of the problems of women and development must be transleted
fito sction by suitably reorienting, enlarging and strenglhening the scope of

% progragme of worlk of the Branch for the Advencement of Women within the Centre
y TOVe o Boeial Development and Humanitarian Affeirs, and alaso of other relevant
ibstantive units within the United Wations,

shoofi %. A major responsibility of his Pepartment was to assist the Administrative
pimﬁgg ¥mittee on Co-ordination, the apex body for co—operation within the United

R 3 ions system. The Department had, therefore, & erucizl role to play in the

i qg%@y blemantation of the integrated mpmroach to women’s participation in develorment

"hosed by the draft Frogramme of Action, which called for greater co-—ordinstion
the relevant activities undertaken by the United MNations system.

« The representstives of the secretariats of the regional commiszions active
“he developing regions stated that since 1975 these commissions had created or
Morced instituticnal arrengements, poth at the intergovernmental and at the
retariat levels, for conducting regionel intergovernmental consultations and
ing research and analysiz chc&rning women and development; for sponsoring
Ining activities; and for assisting in the establishment of regional centres
tr&lnlng-and research in cases where the need for such institutions had besn
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eztablished by the wmember Governments. While many of the activities of the
regional commissions were regional or subregicnal in scope, the commissions 8lze
contributed to the formulation of regiona) positions to he taken into account i
Elobal United Wations policies and strategies, including those relating to the
Vorld Conference: accordingly, they were capable of supparting the implementation
of the Propramme cf Action ai the regiocnal level. Scme of these representativeg
added that extrabudgetary contributions, inecluding the support received from the
Voluntary Fund for the Decade for Women, had greatly facilitated the activitiay 49
the commissions for specific projects or purposes. However, a sustained effopt 1o
promote the integration of women in development within the framework of the
respective work programmes could only be made on the basis of adeguate financia]
support firom the regular budget of the United Wations.

136, The Executive Director of UNICET said that, being committed +o improving the
lives of children, UNICEF was naturally committed to improving the lives of wogeg.
Assistance to women in their roles as mothers wag, he noled, non-controversial . 1
Howewer, social advances of the past generation — the extension of health and :
education services to hitherto deprived social groups - nad occurred at 2 time ]
when the precess of modernization had Aisceriminated against women end left many

of them pocrer than before. Poverty, limited earning eapacity, lack of employment
and of acceas to education were indieators of the likelihood that social conditions
would pot improve until women shared in the fruits of Qevelopment. He added that
planners and policy-makers were beginning to recognize women's productive role,
but needed to take it more fully into aceount in plans and policies. UNICEF was
co-operating with developing countries in dealing with the problems arizing in the
development process that vere of particular concern to women and children,
especially those living in rural areas and in mareinal urban communities, 3

137. The Administrator of the United Fations Development Programms {UNDP) said that 4
at the mid-point of the Decade no one could be satisfied with the performance as ]
measured against the Yorld Flan of Action, and TRIDP certainly had no sepse of
complaceney. Guidelines and training materials on programming for women had been
issued to UNPP staff world-wide, and special advocates of women's interests had
besn designated in each of the regional programme buresux which were supporting a
variety of nationzl and regional projects. Under a new agreement , UNDP's support
for the innovative Voluntary Fund would be increased and UHDP would become
responsible for administering Fund projects at the country level. In terms of
staff, 50 per cent of professionals recruited in 1979 were women; since 1075 UNDP
had doubled the propertion of women in professional posts on its staff. UNDP's
major contribution to the Conference was a report calling for reliable information
about the real functions of women in reral development, and for their access ta -
training, teehnology, rural industry, water and sanitation, and credit. A4lthough
women were essential to the operation of the world economy, their inputs were all

too frequently taken for granted and they were at the mercy of, yet had little
influence over, the gyrations of the existing international economic order.

138. He considered that certain terms, like the “contribution"”, "participation”,
Yinvolvement” and "integration™ of women in development wers undesirable, for they
were not currently used in relation to men. It was time to sharpen the language
and intensify the strugele against the most pervasive of 21l forms of colonialism,
for humanity was denying itself the intelligence, experience, geasitivity and
vision of half of its members, in decision-making, negotiatiom, planning and
practical action.

n
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""F The represzentative of the World Food Progremme stated that the Programme's
sistance was provided exclusively on a praject basis, the projects being executed
qwgovernments of recipient countries themselves. The Programme consulted and
;ew@perated with specizlized agencies and with other international and
n-governmental organizations. With a strong rural development bias, and being
%ncentrated on the poorest and most vulnerable population groups, WFP-supported
jects should have a favoursble impact on women, Moreover, the assistance of

e Frogramme could support innovative projects for the advancement of women Tor
%ﬂﬂh more conventional forms of financial assistance were not provided. With the
fﬁﬁTamme & help, national, regional and local authorities could sssume increased
ﬁﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁlhlllty for measures for the advancenent of womer. He weferred to a
.ﬁﬂkground paner prepared for the Conference on “The contrlhutlon of the Horld

§jmﬁ Propratme to the United Hationz Decade for VWomen™ (A/CORF.SU/BPS) which
gﬁcrlbed what could be done for wemean not as passive receivers of food aid, but as
[ mtum participants in the design and implemeatation of projects assisted by the
il..., 3 4gramme The Committes on Food Aid Policies and Frogrammes - the governing body
; rlﬁ? - had given general endorsement to the recomnendations contained in the

@ iper , which would be used as a manual for Programpe staff and would also be
;maavallable o officials of Goveroments and co-operating aid orpanizations
iivolved in projects for the benefit of women.

0. The represeptative of the Internstional Labour Organization stated that women
re permanently working., tut not sermanently employed in the work forece. Most
pont calculations based on ILO and United NHations data showed that they received
3 than 10 per cent of world income: their imcome was so low that most women had
margin for savings, sod hence minimal ownership of assets. The ILO ianstruments
ctly relevant to women vorkers incorporazted provisions to improve their status
i society ., and related to some impnrtant areas, such as eguality of remuneration,
derground work, night work end, in the case of a new instrument currently under
fiscussion , workers with family responsibility. This proposed Convention and
'Jummendation; when adopted, would influence national trends and policies at the
ezl of the sceial infrastructure and working conditions, and woguld facilitate
en‘s entry and re-entry into the work force. Further, because of the importance
nalysing the economic and social contributicn of women in society, the TLO was
ng to carry out, inter alia, studies which would provide an insight into the
ept of diserimination ageinst women in the labour market and the workplace,

ing the second half of the Decade For Wemen.

L. The representative of FAD stated that by the year 2000 sbout 96 per cent

he world's asricultursl labour force would be 1o developing countries, with

h accounting for a large share of this labour foree. FAD recognized the

sting and potential role of women in agricultural and rural development. ‘The

fy Horld Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development had emphasized the

8 for inereasing women's participation in rural organizations, for reducing

tmalities in the distribution of productive assets and for increasing rescurces

ife coumensurate with problems of the rural poor. The Prograrme of Action adopted
hit Conference complemented the draft prograzme of the Copenhagen Conference

Ar a5 rural women were cohcernsd. Bural women were also target groups in a

% rappe of FAQ action programmes relating to agriculture, forestry and

eries, as well as home economics and population education. In ecarrying out

9 vrogrammes FAD collaborated with the Governments of Merber States and also

Other United Hations bodies, specialized agencies and non-governmental
tizations.



142. The Director-General of UNESCO, referring to the historical and rultural
context of the relationship between men and women, said that men - even thoze
advocating the equality of the sexes - iended to zee an intrinsie difference
between the zphitudes and capacitlies of women and those of men. For that mattey
even many women had become so accustomed to the wlace assigned to them in what
wag §till largely a man's world that they were apnrehensive of any radical changs
Aceordingly, he considered that a profound transformation of received ideas woulq
alone be capable of opening up the possibility for humanity to attain the idealq
of liberty. justice, peace and happiness. For that purpose, the internationa]
community would have to make a deterpmined effort to “demasculinize™ the very
concepts of universal knowledge and to sdopt & scientific approach to the barrieps
thai stil]l obstructed the common understanding of men and women of the mity or
the human species.

143. The representative of the World Health Organization (WHO) stated that health
was an integral and essential part of develepment. Govermments were committea tg
achieving the goal of "the attaimment by all citizens of the world by the year 2000
of a level of health thai will permit them to lead & =ocizlly and economically
productive life’. Primary health care was the key to attaining this goal and had
direct implication for development and for the improvement of the status of VO,
Its prineciples and content were relevant to the goals and priorities of the Uniteqd
Nations Decade for Women. Women and women's organizations must play major roles
in the plamming and implementation of primary health care at the femily, community
and national levels. The health needs and problems specific to women must be net
particularly those related to the synergistic conditions of malnutrition, '
infections a2nd the consequences of uanregulated fertility. Emphasis should
accordingly be placed oo preventive health measures, for exanple, maternal and child
health, family planning, nutrition and health education. Intersectoral approaches
were required to support women in and to give walue to their reproductive role,
especially as regards carc and nutrition during presnancy and childbirth; women
should be given the peans to regulate their own fertility; and wormepn should be
enabled to breastfeed their children snd have adequate time and rescurces for cnild
care.

14b. The representative of the Yorld Bank stated that the Bank's losns were being
granted increasingly for the purpose of relieving poverty in develeping ccuntries,
and a3 a consequence the Bank was giving mreater attention to the concerns of women,
rot in isolation btubt ms an integral aspect of the design and implementation of
Bank-financed projects. The Pank's adviser on the role of women in development
exzmined project propesals in order to ensure that women’s mroblems were taken
into account, that there were opportunities for women to tenefit and that
consequences which may be detrimental to women were avolded or eliminated. The
Hank had also been making special efforts to increase the number of women in
higher-level positions on its staff. Bank-financed projects helped to create
employment opportunities for women, to improve their productivity and increase
their incare and to benefit family welfare. Other projects wepe designed to
develop human rescurces, provide better education and improve health and nutrition.
The Bank®s policy and practice emphasized the links and complementarities among
the facets of development. The education of girls, for exampls, not only offered
opportunities for their employment, but had beneficial effects on fertility,
c¢hild health znd nutritional practices.
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i 5. The reprezentative of UNIDO stated that the activities of her organization
3;hﬁa an indirect but important influence on employment , heaith and edueation. She

4 grev attention to a resolution on '"Homen and industrialization' adopted by the
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i to the fullest extent their human resources, of which women constituted sbout

3} palf. Particular sttention should thus be given to conducting surveys of skill

§ gamand z2id availability, and to identifying trainivg reeds =and Govermments should

mird General Conference of UBIDD in February 1980, which recopgnized that the
tefration and participestion of women at all levels of the industrialization
process were prerequisites for balanced and equitable development. In order to
sttain their industrialization goals, the developing countries would kave to utilize

erphasize comprehensive training development policies and introduece structural

gdjustments for the integration of women in development. At the same time,
pgecisions relating Lo industrialization strategies and policies should take into

gergideration how industrializatien affected women and how it meets women's needs.

;=mHDD was earrying out some studies to assist Govermments in thiz respect., As

4 far as the problems of rural women were concerned, mast, if not all activities of
I WIDD had a bearing on rural development and the satisfaction of basic needs of
“I-ire populations in developing countries. While UNIDO had the structure and

A papacity to influence the integration of women, the extent 4o which it esuld assist
“hyould ultimately depend on the attitudes and priorities in each country.

116, The representative of the United Hations Environment Programme stated that
JAREP was concerned with the protection and improvement of the pliveical enviromment.
{Tmcordlngly, its activities inecluded those relating to the provision of a
Feafficient supply of safe domestic water in sreas where this wes lacking or where
'ﬂvﬂer was carried labericusly over long distances. usually by wemen. It would be
Jinoble initiative of the Conference to recommend measures that would ensure

f an901a11y at the country level, an adeguate supply of safe water for women in
i:ﬂual communities in developing countries.




